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James: 2.,. 10. 


For whoſoever ſball keep the whole Law, 
and yet offend 11 one Point , ' be is 
_ guilty of all. SINN 


i | THERE. are ſeveral Paſſages of out 
7 . Saviour. and 'his Apoſites; "which at 
| the *firlt hearing, d6' fotind” very 
harſhly, and ſeem'ro favour of 
oyer-great Seyerity, that upon due Conſidez 
ration, are found 'to have norhing 'in-them! 


A} but 
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but what is highly Reaſonable. To omit 
others, this Text is one of thoſe Paſſages ; 
and many, no doubt, have been ſtartled at 
it, and been ready.to ſay as the Diſciples of 
gur Saviour did upon another Occaſion, T his 
is an hard ſaying, who can hear it? For can this 
Do#trine be true, that whoſoever ſhall keep the 
whole Law, and -yet -offtnd in one” Point, is guilty 
of all, and we be in the mean time dealt 
with. according -to the Gentlene(s and Cles 
mency of a Covenant of Grace ? ls this the 
GOSPEL we talk fo much of? Is this 
the Glad » Tydings which our Saviour. hath 
brought us? We find none ſo bad, we 
read nothing ſo fad, © inall the Old Teſta- 
ment. The worft Paſſage there is, and that 
is bad enough, Curſed is be that continueth not, 
in all that is written in the Law, to do it, It is 
no where there laid, that he who is never (6 
careful to obſerve the whole Law, if he chance 


to tranſgrels in any. one Point, ſhall be look'ts 


upon as a Tranſgreſſour of all the Command- 
ments, and dealt with like {uch a one. That 
other Saying is a very terrible.,one, bur this is 
much more terrible. TR: 

If this be ſo, we may well Repeat that 
other Queſtion of the. Difciples, : Who then can be 


ſaved? 
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ſaved 2.- Ir .many things: we vfjend} atl;;\ if xtheves 
fore he who: keepeth the: whdle. Law, :and-et-offends 
in cone” Point, be guilty of all, how Deſperate 
mult the Caſe not onely of the Generality needs 
be,. bur; of every Individual: Perion ? - bi: 

| muſt confeſs that theſe Words may' a 
Confound- us, and: fill us with Amazement, 
were they to be underſtood in the: ſevereſt 
Senſe they are. capable: of ;; but we. are cer- 
tain they are not ſo to be underſtood; - and 
therefore that the fore-mentioned Paraphraſe 
upon them, is by no means a. true one: And 
the Context ſheweth , that this is the plain 
Meaning of them, Viz Upon (Suppoſition.\that a 
Man were careful to obſerve al the Laws of: God 
but one; bis living #n the Breach: of | that/'one; 
ſhall be f far from being connived at upon the' Ac- 
count of his Obedience to. all the reſt, 'that he [hall 
be lyable to. the Puniſhment which 4s due"0;\ the 
Tranſereſſ 502 of. the whole Lawi: - Thar is, 
the ſame Puniſhment for Kind, not for degree ; 
there being . nothing more plainly revealed, 
than that the more and the greater-'Sins Men 
are guilty of, the greater and ſeverer ſhalli be 
their Puniſhment. "And. in ſaying that'\ſuch 
a.one ſhall have the ſame Puniſhment for 
md, I-mean that which confilteth in-being 


forever 
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: forever: Baniſhed: from the. Preſence of God; 


and: which..4s, called Eternal Death. 

; Now the Reaſonableneſ; of this Aſſertion of 
our Apoſtle, thus underſtood, may be fully 
made to appear by theſe. following Con 
derations: © © 

.. Firſt, He. who refultth Obedience to any 
One of the Divine Laws, may : as truly be 
{aid to Contemn, the Diyine: Authority, as 
if::he lived! im the-breach of al, . Merin wil- 
tully Difobeying '- any. One:. Law, :do put as 
true. an Afﬀront. upon the. Law- Giver, tho 
not ſo High a one, as they do in Diſobey- 
ing- all; This. Reaſon, St. Jamss gives in the 
Words next following, for whar : he affirnis 
in- the Text : For he that faid,:'do not Commit 
Adultery, faid alſo do not Kull; now if thou Come 
mit 0. Adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become 
a Trangreſſotr of the Laws, That iS, It is: the 


fame: Law-Giver who: hath forbidden Adultery 


and Murthe# 4 'and; His Authority is 'as 'truly 
Contemned in Crnntyncing mie, 23: _ of 
theſe Eaves, wh, 5: 

© Bvety deliberate AR of Diſobadienda!i far 
Reballin and. ſo 'far forth -2 Renbunting: of 
God's right to Govern us; It is 2 virtrab des 


oo of His: Authority to Preſcribe any Laws 
to 


UN 
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tous, and lays a foundation for Univerſal Diſs 
obedience. For if God Almighty's Soveraign- 
ty be Diſacknowledg'd in any One Inſtance, it 
may as well be (o in all other. The ſame Reaz 
{on that leads to the Violation of one Law, 
doth Enervate and render inyalid all other 
Laws. Again, 

Secondly, He who willfully Diſobeys any 
One of the Divine Laws, is no Sincere Ob- 
ſerver of any of the reſt. For whoſoever 
allows himſelf in any one A& of Diſobedis 
ence, hath no True Love either for God or 
Goodneſs ; but it is neceſſary to the Sincerity 
of Obedience, that it proceed from that Love 
which hath both thele for irs Obje&s. Thar 
it proceed from Love to God, and (which is 
indeed Materially the ſame) Love to Good- 
neſs : Goodneſs (Or Univerſal Righteouſnels, 
Purity and Benignicy) being that upon the 
account of which Ged Almighty is a Lovely 
Being. is 

Now bs Evident, that thoſe who live in any 
Diſobedienge to God, do not Love Him, They 
love him'not according to the Scripture-Notion of , 
Loving God ; becauſe whatſoever that is for the 
ſake of which we can find in our hearts to 
Diſobey Him, muſt needs be valued and 

B Eſfteemed 


A SERMON Preach'd 


Eſteemed above Him ; And che Scriptures N' 6* 


tion of Loving God, is the Efteeming Him 
aboye, and Preferring Him before all Crea- 
tures, He who hath No true Love for God, 
may Obey Him in many inſtances, as the 
poor Pagans Worſhip the Deyil, out of a 
Slaviſh Fear and Dread of Him ; He may O- 
bey him too as a meer Metcenary, I mean, 
for the jor things of this Life, and a Sens 


fual kind of Happineſs in the Other : Bur 


this Obedience is far from being Genuine, or 
the true Evangelical Obedience, as is Ealy to 
{hew. 

- And again, it is no leſs apparent, thatthe 
Love of Virtue and true Goodneſs, is incon» 
fiſteat with harbouring any thing in our breaſts 
that is contrary there to. 

Thirdly, He who lives in diſobedience to a- 
ny One-Law of God, as he Obeys none Sin- 
cerely, (6 is he prepared to break all other Laws, 
and that in the groſſeſt manner, whenloever 
forceable Temptations may aſſault him. For 
if the Divine Authority can't prevail with 
a Man, to Abſtain from this or that Sin, how 
is it to be Expected it ſhould Reſtrain him 
from Other Sins, when he may happen to be 
mcited to. them by alike trong and Violent 
Temptations ? Such 
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Such a one may forbear not a few ſins while 
he is not at all, or not very violently ſet up- 
on by a tempter ; but if God ſhould once ſuf- 
fer him to be ſharply enconntred, either from 
without or from within, it is not hard to di- 
vine what Succeſs ſuch Temptations would 
have upon him. 

Haxael once thought that *etwas im poſſible 
he ſhould incurr the Guile of ſuch hoxrid Vil- 
lanies, as he was foretold he would ; ſuch as 
daſhing young Children againſt the ſtones, and rip- 
ping up Women with Child: What, replyed 'he 


' to the Prophet, Is thy Servant a Dog, that he 


ſhould do ſuc things ?* But for all that, when 
he came into other Circumſtances, and ſo to 
have ſuch Temptations, as he never before 
met with, he was ſuch a Dog as to commit 
ſuch Barbarities. 

And it we will not be ctevailed with, 
torſake in Will and Aﬀection every Sin, we 
ſhall ſcarcely ſtick longer at any Sin , than 
our forbearance thereof is conſiſtent with the 
SatisfaRion of that Luſt which is deareſt to us; 

We have Judas alſo for an Example of this : 
He was doubtleſs, - as to Outward Appearance, 
a very Moral laoffenſive 'Man ; ' for' our $a 
viour would not have given ſuck Scandal; as 

B 2 to 
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to have taken him, had. he not been ſo, into 
the Number of his Conſtant Aſſociates ; yer 
this Judas loving the Bag, being a ſecretly-Co- 
vetous Wretch, could perſwade- himſelf, even 
moſt baſely to betray bis Bleſſed Maſter , when 
allured by the Bait of Gam to it; and that a 
very ſorry Bait too. 

Fourthly, Whoſoever makes no. Conſcience 
of tranſgrefling ſome one Law, as he is Pres 
pared to break all other upon ſtrong Tempta- 
tions, ſo he afually diſobeys other Laws, ac- 
cording to that Latitude of Interpretation which 
our Lord hath given them ; and which ought 
to be given them. Sucha one may tremble at 
the Thoughts of breaking thoſe two Command- 
ments, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, Thou 
ſhalt not kill ;, but Luſting in bs Heart, or Ha- 
ting bis Enemy, will be PYenial Sins with him, 
though his Saviour hath cold him, that theſe 
are Tranſgreſſions of thoſe Commandments. 

This Man may punfually keep the Firſt and 
Second Commandments, as to: the ſhunning 
of thoſe Sins, which in expreſs terms are for- 
bidden by them : He may abhorr to acknow- 
ledge any other God but Jehovah: he may 
abominate Graven Images in the Worſhip of 
God; but while he preferreth the World, 

| either 
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eicher the Riches, or Honours, or Pleaſures 
thereof, before God ( as wholoever lives in 
the Allowance of any known Sin doth) he 
is a very [dolater, as the ApoFtle -hath told us. 
Fifthly, Living in the Breach of but one 
Law,would astruly Deprave Mens Natures,and 
make them wmeet for the Enjoyment of God, 
as living in the Breach of all, "Je would do 
ſo as truly and really, thougts noc in the ſame 
degree. One Sin allowed, one Luſt cheriſhed, 
robs the Soul of the Divine Image, renders 
it unlike ro God, and: conſequently makes 
it uncapable of ing Satisfaction or Com- 
placency in that Beſt of Beings, who is pure 
Light, and in whom is no Darkneſs at all, It 
is thereby unqualified for the Heavenly, and 
it {inks it down into the FHelliſh State, .We 
lay, One Leak will fink a Ship as ſure as a Thote 
ſand; And, upon this Account, One Sin'en- 
tertained, muſt needs as certainly ruine our 
Souls, it we will not part with it, as never 
ſo many, Our Four Firſt Conſiderations make 
ic highly Reaſonable that ic ſhould be 'fo, 
but this Laſt makes it Neceſlary. Neceflzry 
from -the very Natyre of the- thing ; not ons 
ly, nor yet Primarily, from the Will. of God. 
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L ſhall now Preſent you with Several plain [1- 
ferences from what hath been ſaid. As, 


Pf Hat we ought not to account any Sin 
a Light or a {mall thing ; ſuch a thing 
as God Almighty will not Concern 

Himſelf about : Such a thing as we may allow 

our ſelves in, and yet be Objects of the Divine 

Favour. 

This is Evident from what we have (aid ; 
or rather is our Text it ſelf in other Words, 
Bur I add, for the farther Clearing of the 

Truth hereof, that that Sin which we are apt 

to Fancy lo. Light a matter, is either a 

Trangreſfion of God's Law or 'tis not ; if it 

be. wt, we may not acknowledge ir to be a 

Sin\;: For. Sin, as faith the Apoftle, is the 

Tranſgreſfim of the Law ; and where there is no Law 

there 1s no Tranſpreſſton. Bur if it be a Tranl> 

preſſion of the Law, how can it be a Light 
or 2 Trivial thing ? If it be redlly fo, then muſt 

God needs fo account it, for He judges of 

things as they are ; but how can God ſo ac- 

count it,. when He hath made a Law againſt 
it 2 Will His Infinite Wifdom. ſuffer Him to 
make a Law, which He matters not whether 

it 
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it © be Obferv' d or no? Such a Law would be a 
very. Vain and Needleſs one, and therefore 
cannot be of God's making. No Wiſe Man 
would be the Maker of ſuch a Law. 

But becauſe ſome Sins are accounted ſmall and 
others' Great, this Diſtin&tion is not to be born, 
except we mean, that ſome Sins are {mall ones 
in Compariſon of others; not that any are abſ0- 
luitely and in themſelves (mall. 

Indeed Conſidering Sins as Trangreſſims 
of God's Law, fo all are alike ; for one Sin is not 
more contrary to the Law than another : All 
are as Contrary to the Law as can be. Thar 
Stoical Paradox fon 74 dyegrivem, All Sins are 
Equal, Tully gives this true Explication 'of : 
Parya inquis Res eſt,at Magna Culpa;Thon ſayeſt this 
is but a ſmall thing, but T ſay 'tis a Great faulr : in quo 
peccatur, id poteſt eſſe aliud aliv majus ant minus ; 
That in Which a Man Offends, may be a greater or 
a leſs thing : ipſum autem Peccare, qnoquo te vers 
teris unum ef, But the Offending (the Sinning) 
it ſelf, is ever one and the ſame thing. And this 
amounts to what was now ſaid, That'confide- 
ring Sins,” as Tranſ2reſſtons of the Divine Laws; ſb 
all are alike: But conſidering them according 
to various Circumſtances, ſorne may be Compar 4 
tively ſmall, or much le/s than others. 


Some 
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Some are committed with leſs of the Will 
than others and thole, Men fall into upon a 
Surprize, and- betore they are aware, are no- 
thing ſo great in that reſpe&, as thoſe which 
are committed with Deliberation. I mean 
upon Suppolition, that a naughty (uſtom doth 
not occaſion the Inadvertency, There are 
thoſe who profane the Sacred Name of God 
by raſh Oaths, and by taking it into their 
Mouths lightly and wantonly, and ( when-re- 
proved ). proteis they were not aware they 
did ſo : But this is no Extenuation of 
their Fault, becauſe ſuch inſenſibilicy can pro- 
ceed from no other Caule, than Mens having 
acquired a wretched Habit of ſo making bold 
with and abuſing God's Name, through their 
Minds being void of any awtul Senſe of His 
Glorious Majeſty. 

Some Sins are committed againſt leſs Light 
and Knowledge than others; and Sins againſt 
greater a&tual Knowledge, or better Means of | 
Knowledge, -are in that reſpe&t the Greater 
Sins; and therefore our Lord hath affigned 
the greater Punjhment to them, Mat. 10. 15. 

'The greater Obligations, and the more Mer» 
cies Men fin againſt, the greater are their Sins 
upon that Account. The more of Diſinge- 

| nuity 
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Diſngenuicy and hateful Ingraticude there is 
in ſins, the more Hainous and Provoking are 
they, 

Gs are greater or leſs, according as the 
Effefts of them are more or leſs miſchievous. 
Thoſe which injure our ſelves onely, are not 
in that reſpe& lo great, as thoſe which injure 
our Neighbour together with our ſelves. And 
thoſe which are injurious ro our Neighbours 
Souls, are the greateſt that can be committed 
againſt them. Thoſe which are miſchievous 
ro the Community are as ſuch, much greater 
than thole which are ſo only to Particular 
Perſons. 

The worle End a Man hath in a Sin, the 
greater 1s it. The more of ill-Nature, and 
a Vile Deviliſh Temper is in a Sin, the 
more exceedingly Sinful *is. 

Thoſe which are Tranſgrefſions of the 
Rules of everlaſting Righteous, are greater as ſuch, 
than thoſe which are onely Tranſgreſſions of 
Poſitive Precepts. The former are more intenſives 
ly Evil ; they are Evil not onely as Violations 
of a declared Law, but there is alſo Turpiz 
tude and Malignity in the Matter of: them : 
Which Malignity 1s. the Reaſon of the Law 
againſt them, And of this Nature axe gene- 
C rally 
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rally thoſe things which are forbidden in the 
Goſpel of our Saviour. 

And to theſe may be added other Inſtances. 
But though . upon theſe and other Accounts, 
ſome fins are leſs than others, 'yet ( as hath 
been ſufficiently proved ) it is impoſſible that 
any Sin thould: be. Swply, and in it /elf Lit- 
tle. + +412. © 
Which, by the way, is a ſufhicient Cons 
furation of that dangerous DoEtrine of the 
Church of Rome; Thar there are a fort of 
Sins which 'are Venial m their own Nature, and 
that. cannot -put'1us out of God's Favour, tho' 
committed never, {o frequently or deliberately. 

[1, What hattfheen {aid may ſerve to Via- 
dicate.our Sawour's Dealing with the Young 
Ma im .the Goſpel ,- from being too ſevere. 
Such as are apt to -pals haſty Judgment ups 
on the Actions of others, without duely con- 
1dering the Reaſons of them, may be apr in 
reading that Scory, not only to- Pity the young 
Man, but to take his Part : As thinking him 
too hardly dealt with, in not being accepred 
for his having Obſerved the Ten Commandments 
ever. from his Childhood , bur having fuch 
farther Terms impos'd! upon. him, as forced 
him: to: go away ſorrowful. 


— 


Surely, 


UMI 


before the 21. E F N. 


i5 


CC 
OD——  ——— RK —— 


Surely, may -fuch ſay, our Lord was ut- 
terly averſc-to the beſtowing of Erernal Life 
upon this poor Man, It is ſaid, Bleſſed are 
they that do his Commandments, for they ſhall have 
Right unto the Tree of Life, but here is one who 
mult be excepted, ſf1ace Obedience to the Ihole 
L AW, and that of ſo 'Jong a ſtanding too, 
might ſignifie nothing to the intitling of him 


Thereunto. Nay our Lord did at uſt plain- 


ly incimate to him, that Keepins the Command: 


ments ſhould be all he would expect from 


him; for ſaid he, If thou wilt enter into Life, 
keep the (ommmdments But when he had res 
plyed that"this he was nor 'to begin to do now, 
but had ever done 1c, (then was more 'required 


of him ; and'that no! leſs than the Selling; and 


having (old, che giving away his whole Eſtate ; 
which was very great. :Ic (gems as freely as 
Eternal Life WAS offered 70 Orders; this Nan 
muſt Buy it,” and"that- with ng" leſs.a Sin, 
than the Price of al he had. 

But we are to take Notice, that our Blet- 
ſed Saviour deſigned to Ty him- by this 1n- 
junction, whether he really was, as he-thought 
himſelf, Univerlally Obediear ; and it feem; 
to be hs annther Command as. that of Gad 

Almighty to His Servant Avraham, for the Of- 
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fering of his onely Son T/aac. But as Abra- 
ham by his readineſs to obey that Command, 
demonſtrated the Sincerity of his Love to 
God, as God Himlſelt told him, ſo this Young 
Man by his Umvillmgneſs tro Obey this Comz © 
mand, gave as great a Demonſtration of his 
having been nothing le/s, than a ſincere Obs 
ſerver of all God's Commandments. In 
ſhort, he was by this Means Convicted of 
wretched Covetonſneſs; in that, as deſirous as 
he was of Eternal Life, he preferred his 
Temporal Eſtate before it. 

That our Saviour did not thus treat him 
out of Prejudice to his Perſon, and with a 
deſign to affright him from Him, is plain 
from what we find in this Narrative, as 
St. Mark relates it. 'Tis ſaid, Ch, 10 21. 
upon his telling him that he had obſerved all 
the Commandments from bis Youth, that Je/us 
loved bim. Now it is very Clear from our 
paſt Diſcourſe, that there was great Rea/on, 
why this Toung Man, as good as he was, ſhould 
be ſent away forrowful, ſince he was no bet- 
ter. For though he was no Murtherer, nor 
Adulterer, nor Thief, &c. in the gro/s Senſe, 
yet he might be all theſe, according to the 
Spiritual Senſe and Meaning of the Law; for 


1S- 
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tis certain that in this ſenſe he was an 7dolater, 
in that the World lay deepeſt in his AﬀeCtions, 
and was eſteemed above GO TD, and Eternal 
Life. 

[{L. I infer from what hath been ſaid, what a 
great Weaknels it is in any Man to hope for 
Salvation, becauſe he perceives that there are 
many who are far greater Sinners than himſelf ; 
when yet he lives in the wiltul Commiſſion 
of ſome known Sins, or in the wilful Negle& 
of ſome known Duties. 

| doubt there are too many, who becauſe 
they are not Drunkards, nor Unclean Perſons, 
nor Profane Swearers, &C. as they ſee Multitudes 
are, do fai ., i to be well with them, though 
they are conſcious to themſelyes of being faulty, 
and that wilfully roo, in other reſpe&ts. They 
can poſlibly over-reach their Brother, when they 
can do it ſly; or it they ſtick at plain Tnjuſtice, 
they can do Hard things ; which will be found 
another day to be Unjuſt alſo, and which thoſe 
know to be lo now, who take their Meaſures 
of Right and Wrong from their Saviour's Gol- 
den Rule, Matth. 7.42. They can make an 
[dol of the World, are inamoured with eicher 
the Riches, or Honours, or Pleaſures thereof ; if 
not with all, yet with one or other of theſe, and 

are 
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are with great difficulty drawn to Works of 
Mercy and Charity. 

Some {cem mightily Devont, and Zealous 
tor the Duties of the Fit Table, and chere- 
fore take;themlelves tor good Chriſtians, tho' 
they are as Remils in Reterence to divers 
Duties of the Second. Others again are leem- 
ingly very Obiervant of thoſe of the Second 
[able, are Sober, Orderly, Governable, 200 Sub: 
jefts, quiet and ineffenſive Neighbours ; when pers 
haps they are as Culpable in Relation to the 
Duties of the Firſt: Live under little Senſe of 
God, of their Dependance on Him, and their 
Obligations to Him : Worſhip. Him with 
their Bodies, when their Hearts are far from 
Him; and content themlelves with a meer 
{*xternal, tho not wich a meer Ritual Righs 
teouſueſs. 

Burwhy ſhould any of us think our (elves in a 
Good: State, becaule: we live not in any of 
the Scandalous Sins 2 Were not thole Laws 
made to be Obeyed which we Break, as well 
as thole we Keep, or at lealt think we Keep ? 
And, if ſo, how can we Expect God's Fa- 
vour, and live in ſuch Coatradittion to His 
Will 2 Will you approve of that Servant 
. who wilfully Diſobeys /ome of your Come 
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mands, becauſe he obſerves others ? No ſure- 
ly, all Maſters will Expe& to be in every 
thing obeyed ; or at leaſt that their Ser- 
vants ſhonid endray:ur to obey them in all 
things. 

God will ſay another day to the Partially 
Obedient, Theſe things ought you to have done, 
and not to have left the other undone. 

Burt how came it to be ever imagined, 
that God will be pur off with a Partiall O- 
bedience 2 The milchiet is, thoſe who live 
not in Open Sins, the world, not fecing far- 
ther, hath a good Opinion of them; and 
therefore they will pleaſe themſelyes with 
a Conceit, that God Almighty hath the fame. 
Or it may be their own Party will applaud 
thoſe things in them, which are far from be- 
ing Praiſe-worthy, Burt let ns not be deceived, 
God is not mocked, as men are; nor will He 
fatter us as men do. Let no man deceive 
us, nor let ns deceive our /elves with vain 
words or thoughts ; for, for the ſake of what- 
loever Sins we will not part with, be they 
what they will, the wrath of God will fall 
upon us, except it be diverted by timely 
Repentance ; that is, by timely Reforma- 
tion. ck 
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Was the Phariſee accepted of God, becauſe 
he could ſay, God I thank thee that IT am wt as 
other men are, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers, or 
even as this Publican 2 We know he was not ; 
for tho' he was free from the Sins of man 
others, yet was he a Phariſee (till : There were 
Secret and leſs Obſerved Sins, which he al- 
lowed himſelf in ; and therefore that Publican 
he ſo deſpiled, being a true Penitent , went 
away Juſtified before bim. 

LV. Methinks thoſe who make wor, 
or but very little, Conſcience of their ways, 
and dare to live in open Sins, ſhould not 
be able to forbear being mightily Concern- 
ed at what hath been ſaid. For as the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith, Tf the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved (or 
have ſuch a Portion of Miſery in this life) 
where ſhall the Wicked and Wngodly appear ? We 
may fay, it thole who are ſeemingly Rightes 
ous, or have a regard to moſt of God's Laws, 
not heartily Endeavouring to Obey them all, 
ſhall fall ſhort of Salvation, what ſhall be- 
come of ſuch as are apparently, and in the 
Eye of the World, Wicked and Ungodly 2 
Prophane and Debauched people, are Uni- 
verſally acknowledged to be ObjeRts of the 
Divine diſpleaſure ; and therefore whatſo- 
ever 
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ever yain hopes thoſe, who are not guilty of 
the Crimes which ſpeak men ſuch, may have 
of the. goodnels of their State, one would 
preſume. that theſe could have no Temptation 
to hope well of chemſelves, 'while they Cone 
tinue impenitent and Unreformed. 

Some mens. Sins, laich St, Taul, are Open before 
hand, going before to judgment ;, and ſome, they fol- 
low after.. Some mens Sins are ſo' Conſpicu- 
ous, that they may be pronounc't to be © the 
gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity, in this life : 
The Sins of others are more ſecyet,. the; judg- 
ment of whom. is to be reſerved to the Great 
Day. | 

But alas, ſuch is the nature of Sin, that the 
Greateſt Sinners are leaſt Senſible of their Dans 
ger. , None ſhall be more forward than they, 
to perfwade themſelves of God's Pardon ; E- 
ſpecially it after a Wretched life they can bur 
make .a good End, as the Phraſe is ; that is, be 


ſorry for their Sins, for fear of Hell, when 


they can Sin no. longer, and-..Call. upon- their: 
Saviour at the laſt Gaſp. But if the Hopes 
of a-man who can't be prevailed with, to be 
intirely Obedient, be Vain and. Groundleſs, 


then. the .Hopes of :ſuch Sinners as theſe, mult - 
needs \ be (do. | lay, yam too ? they 'mult be),\ 
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What is the pe of the Fypocrite, when Gol 
taketh away his Soul? Said Upright Job : And 
therefore what ' Hope can thoſe have, who to 
that time have' Irved diffolutely, and been Open 
Violators of Gods Laws ? 

And now [I ſhatl ſhut up this Diſcourſe, 
with -feriouſly Applying my ſelf to thoſe, who 


dare 'thbt mb with the now mentioned fort of 


Sinners to- their Exceſs of Riot, but yet Har- 
bour- in their Breaſts ſome Secret Sms (till. 
F beſeech you think well of the words of our 
Text, which- taken in the moft Candid Senfe 
may' well feare You allo ;* may throughly Con- 
vince you of the Abſolute Neceſlity of Intire 
Obedience. And that you may be efte&ually 
perfwaded of it : 

Firft, Conlider how wonderfully you 'afe 
Obliged to your infinitely Good God,” in thar 
He bath, through Chriſt. declared Himſelf ſo 
Exceedingly willing, to pardon all Sins not 
llewed and liv'd-m, Can you be ſo Foo- 
liſh -and II-natured, as thus to requite the 
Loyd * 

Is it not matter of Unſpeakable Thanks 
tulneſs, thar God will be Reconciled to Sins 
ners' fpon-any Ferms poſftble, and can we-des 
lire He ſhould be, upon more Reaſonable 

Terms? 
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Tetms | ? If thou Lord ſhimldſt mark miquities, ?/al. 130: 
0 Lord who fhall ſtd? But there is forgiveneſs 3» +: 
with Thee, that thon maiſt be feared. This is the 
uſe we ought to make of the goodneſs of God, 
and His readineſs to forgive ; and *tis an Ar- 
oument of an intolerably bad Temper, not ro 
be i:duced to fear ro Offend Him, by the Cone 
{ideration hereof, 

Secing God is pleaſed ro aflure us of His Par- 
don thro the Sacrifice of His Son, ſo we will 
do whar lyeth in us for the the 70 tome” to 
pleaſe Him, He 1s as Gracious to us as we can 
Reaſonably wiſh He would be. With what 
Face then can we deſire to perſift longer in a- 
ny one inftance of Diſobedience ? 

There is no Honeſt Soul, bur thinks -it-ex- 
tremely too much, that He {omerimes Tranz 
prefleth againſt his will, and before he is aware, 
and his Weakneſſes "and Infrmities dg very 
heartily afli&t him; then ſurely if we are Bp 
cere, we ſhall not indure to add Wickedneſſes 
to our Weakneſſes, nor Deliberate Prefumps 
tnous Sins-to thoſe of [vhrmiry. It will grieve 
us at heart, that we find our ſelves conftrained 
to beg Pardon ſo often for Weakneſlks ; fo far 
ſhall we be from making throuph Wilfulneſs, 
or Careleſheſs, more work for Reperttanice. | 
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 Secondly,/,Conſider how Gracious God had 
been to,you, in continuing His Reſtraining Grace, 
whereby you have been kept from Scandalous 
Sins ; whereas He hath had moſt juſt Provo- 
cations to leave you to your ſelves, in regard of 
your: allowance of ſecret ones. Many fearful 
Examples .chere have been of thoſe who have 
been thus puniſh't, for their Hypocriſy and plays 

ing faſt-and: looſe with God ; Obeying Him 
in ſome things, and making bold aich Him 


in others : And "tis Gods infinite Mercy that you 


are not yet in the Number of /uch Examples. 
While any Corrupt Aﬀection is gratified by 
us, we ate Prepared (as hath been ſhewed) to 
Cloſe with the very worſt of Temptations, when 
lo ever we may be violently aflaulted by them, 
Now it is only the good Providence and Grace 
of God, which hath hitherto kept off ſuch 
Temptations, and the Wicked One not fling 
ing the moſt fiery darts he hath in his Quiver at 
us, is wholly to be imputed to the Divine 
Reſtraints : But how ſoon we may be Aban- 
doned by the Divine Providence, to the 
Rage and Fury of that Roaring Lyon, which g0- 
eth up and down ſeeking to devour us, we Cannot 
tell ;/but have Cauſe ſtill tro be expeCting (o 
great a Judgment, while we retule to be Intire- 
ly God's Servants. T birdly, 


UMI 


*» 
N— 


before the QUEEN. 


Thirdly, Let the partially Obedient Conſi- 
der, what unaccountable Folly and Madneſs 
it is, to Dilobey God in any thing. What 
can you lay for your ſelves, why you ſhould 
obey Him bur jult /o far ? 

Is 'there not the- ſame 'Reaſon, why you 
ſhould be in every thing Obedienc, that there 
is, why you ſhould be in any thing ſo? Is 
it moſt Reaſonable to Obey Him in ſome 
things, and is it not ſo to Obey Him in all 
things? Can we ſay that God goes beyond 
His Power in impoſing /ome Laws; or that 
thoſe we dillike, are leſs Reaſonable than His 
other Laws? Surely we dare not admit ſuch 
a Thought. 

[s it poſſible then, that we can think ir Fit 
or Tolerable, that the great Creator and Go- 
vernour of the World ſhould be in any thing 
Diſobeyed ? Such a Worm as thy ſelf art high- 
ly offended with thy Servant, when*he wil 
lingly diſobeys thee; and too often when he 
does lo againſt his Will : But is thy Autho- 
rity over thy Servant equal to: God Almighty $ 
over thee * Are the Obligations in wi:ich he 
ſtands to thee, like thoſe in which thou ſtandeſt 
to God ? Or is there any Comparifon'between 
thoſe Encouragements, thou art able to give 

thy 
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thy. Servant to pleale thee, and thoſe which God 
gives thee to pleaſe Him ? Who would nor 
chink himſelf greatly Afﬀronted, to have ſuch 
Queſtions ſeriouſly put to him ? 


And this minds me to Entreat you, 


Fourthly, To Conſider what a Glorious Res 
ward is aſſured to us, to Encourage us to Q- 
bey. It is called a Crown of Righteouſneſs, a 
Crown of Life , and a Crown of Glory. There 
are given to us, for this End, exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, as St, Feter calls them. 
A Protile of ſeeing God even as He s:: Of 
bemg forever with our Lord 7 ſus Corift : Of .Be- 
boldmg the Glory which the Father bath gryen Him ; 
and of Partaking too .of Fdis.own Glory, and that 
to all Eternity : A Promile that the. Fighteous 
ſhall ſhine forth like the Sun tn the Kingdom of the 
Father * Of their being #292, Fqual with 
the Glorious Augels: And of baving their Vile 
Bothes made like unto Chriſt's moſt Glorious Body. 

Which, and many. other ſuch like, Promi- 
ſes our Lord Confirmed by Janumerable Miras 
cles, Wonders and Signs; and then Sealed. them 
with His, Bloodz, and next, by His Refurreftion 
{ron the Dead, - and: Aſcenſion into Heaven : Whis 


ther 
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ther. He dectared He went, as the Fore-runner 
of His Obedient Diſciples, there to prepare 4 
Place for them ; that where He is, there they may 
he alſo. And laitly, He Confirmed theſe ex- 
ceeding ' great and precious Promiſes , by ſending 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to His Promiſe be- 
fore He left the World. 

Now, who can haye any worthy Senſe 
of the Reward of Obedience, and think mich 
of Obeying in any one Inſtance, tho' much 
more were required of him than there is? If 
the Apoſtle ſaid of the Sufferings of that Pre- 
ſent” Time, ( which were Extraordinary and 
Prodigious Ones, and eſpecially theſe which 
himſelf underwent) that they are not Worthy to 
be compared with the Glory which ſhall be revealed 
in us; mych more may this be ſaid of the 
Services of this Life, of all- the Duties to which 
oor” Creator and Redeemer have oblig'd us. 
And therefore, 

 Fifibly, Let it be likewife conſidered, that, 
as vaſtly great as the Reward-of Obedience 
frall be, there is: no more* required 'of us 
under the Goſpel Diſperifation, than, all things 
conſidered, needs muſt. Itt may with the grear- 
eſt Afſtrance be affirmed; that nothing is now 
commanded; but whar is neceflary to make 
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us - capable of the Glorious Inheritance pur- 
chaſed for us ; or doth *tend to the better T1- 
ablinz \us for thoſe Duties, which are of ia- 
diſpen{able Neceflity to this End : And that 
nothing is Forbidden us, which doth not ei- 
ther die&ly or conſequentially tend to make us 
wnmeet for that Inheritance, So that to com- 
plain of any one of our Lord's Precepts, is 
the ſame thing with finding fault with Him, 
for deſigning to make us ſuch Happy Crea: 
tures. 

Sixthly, Conſider allo, that the LAWS 
which are given us, as they are molt necefs 
ſary, io they are. not {ſo many, as that: we 
need tobe ſcared at them. Many are apt to 
think, that becauſe the Bible is a Great Book, 
the Divine LAWS are almoſt Numbecleſs. 
But the far greater Part of the Bible conſiſts 
of Hiſtory, and Relations of Matters of | Faft, 
and of Pious Mens devout Prayers and Praiſes, &c. 
And in the Preceptive Part, there are very mas 
ny. Laws which are Abrogated, and never 
concerned Chriſtians : And thoſe which are of 
Force, axe many of them abundance of times 
Repeated and_.Inculcated, . 

In ſhort, Qur whole.Dpty may be brought 
nto-2 yery. Narrow Compals... /St. Paul xedu- 
| ceth 
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ceth it to Three Heads, Sobriety, Righteouſneſs 
and Godlmeſs : And our Bleſſed Saviour to 
Two, The Love of God, and our Neighbour ; 
and the particular Inſtances of each of thele, 
are eaſily and quickly learn'e, Nay they are 
generally written in our Hearts, as St. Paul tells 
us ; 4.e, are the plain Dictates of Natural 
Reaſon. 

Seventhly, Let us farther Conſider, that 
there is ſo cloſe a Connexion between them 
all, chat Obedience to one Law will inable 
us to obey” another, and ſo on : And the Per- 
formance ' of one Duty, will prepare us for ano 
ther, and'make it eaſie to us. And on the other 
hand, ' the Breach ot one Law will cauſe Care» 
leſsneſs in keeping other Laws; and no Sin 
goes alone. So that 'tis but a bare Suppoſition 
in the Text, that a Man-may keep the Whole 
Law, and offend but in one Point, or (light one 
Law, and obſerve all the reſt; for there can 
really be no ſuch thing; as is evident from 
what hath been now diſcourlſed. | 
. Ewhthly, | may alſo” add, that there is ns 
neceſſity of being very fſolicicous, about any 
more than one thing, in order to our keeping 
God's Laws and that is the Vigorouſly: poſs 
ſelling our 'Souls with' the 'Love of God; This, 
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Alicas 6, 3, 


faith St. Jobn, is the Love of God, that we keep 
His Commandments, (or, this is a neceflary ex- 
preſſion thereof) and His Commandments are not 
grievous: Namely to thole that Love God. 

And what can we imagine ſo Natural to Crea- 
rures Capable of wider/tanding. God, as Loving 
Him with all their hearts, Conſidering the inf- 
nite Lovelineſs of His Nature, and the In- 
exprefiible Obligations He hath laid upon 
them ? 

What ſo Agreeable to our Natnre, as to 
love Hm who is the Author of our Being, af- 
ter whoſe Image we were made, who is the Cen- 
tre of our Souls, and in whom aloe confift- 
eth our 'Irue Happineſs ? And 'tis very eaſy 
to ſhew, that the Love of God will naturally 
draw after it, all thoſe ; duties. which relate, 
either immediately to Fim, or to our Neighs 
boar, or |to our own Souls and Bodres, | 

Now, Conſidering theſe things, well may 
God Almighty Expoſtulate with: Partially O- 
bedient Chriſtians, as once He did: with ſuch 
Jews, and that withgreater reafon; 0 my people, 
what have I done unto thee > And wherem have I weaz 
ried thee * Teſtify againſt me, He hath been ins 
deed fo far from wearjing us with His Impoſi- 
tions, that. every:good: Chriſtian's Experience 
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is able to Teſtify that the greatelt ſatisfaQtis 
on, the trueſt ſelf - Enjoyment, ariſeth from 
the Obſervance of His Laws. Nor can it be 
otherwiſe, ſince Love, and che Love of God, is 
the fulfillin of them, For what ſo Pleaſant as 
Love, and "much moze as love placed on ſuch 
an Object as God is? We ought therefore to be 
ſo far from thinking much ot yielding Obedi- 
ence to all His Laws, that we are highly diſ- 
ingenuous, if we be not heartily thankful to 
Him, for giving us ſo few, and thoſe ſuch as 
in Obedience to which conlifts ſuch Plea- 
ſure. 

Inthe laſt place, and with theſe words I will 
Conclude, What a ſad thing, and miſerable 
diſappointment, muſt it needs be, to come near 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, and yet at laſt 
fall ſhort of it, for want of going a little far» 
ther * 

May all Partially Obedient Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, Conſider this alſo, and lay it 
well to heart. F 


FINIS. 


